
Adams accepts challenge
from Sarnia mayor

Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley has
thrown down the gauntlet-and
Leamington Mayor John Adams is
accepting his challenge.

Recently, Bradley challenged all
mayors in Ontario “to do the right thing
and take up the challenge of hiring per-
sons who have a disability”.

While Adams admits he can't make
any promises, he said he will certainly
discuss with the human resources
department and CEO Bill Marck the
possibility of job opportunities within
the municipality for the intellectually
challenged.

“Whether it be in the municipal
building, with parks and rec, full-time
or a summer position,” said Adams, “I
will see if we have anything to fit in
with the staffing organization.”

But, he said, he would also like to
encourage local business people to
consider an employee with intellectual
disabilities.

After a brief meeting with Tony
DeSantis, manager, community rela-
tions and resource development for

Community Living Essex County,
Adams said he was impressed with the
young CLEC client DeSantis had invit-
ed to join them - Danica Gorrell.

Adams said he was impressed with
her enthusiasm and her independence.

“It was great to see that she had got-
ten out on her own and is anxious to get
a job,” said Adams.

"I want to find a job working with
people,” said the friendly Danica. “I
know I can be a good employee-I just
need a chance.”

"I live on my own,” added Danica,
“and really like to be independent." 

DeSantis said Sarnia has a history of
hiring persons with intellectual chal-
lenges, including several for summer
positions helping to maintain beautifi-
cation in the city.

He said there are several excellent
candidates for employment within
CLEC, including Danica, “they just
need to be given the opportunity”.

Jacquelyn Ciliska, employment sup-
port worker with CLEC, said she works
with 15-20 CLEC clients looking for

work in Leamington.
She said many of them would make

outstanding employees-like Danica, for
example.

“Danica is full of energy and outgo-
ing,” said Ciliska, “and is reliable,
motivated and dependable.”

She said Danica went to college and
took the 'work skills' program to devel-
op the skills necessary to become a
successful employee.”

While many people take their jobs
for granted, Ciliska said to many of the
intellectually challenged clients, their
job is their life.

“That's the reason they get up in the
morning,” she said, “and they are so
proud.”

She said inclusion is also so impor-
tant to her clients and by actually work-
ing within the community it gives them
a tremendous amount of pride.

But with the economic downturn,
Ciliska said finding employment
opportunities for her clients has
become a much more difficult task.

Leamington Mayor John Adams has accepted the challenge presented by
Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley  to encourage local employers to consider hiring
intellectually challenged workers, such as Danica Gorrell (centre), when jobs
become available. Pictured with Adams and Danica is Jacquelyn Ciliska,
employment support worker with Community Living Essex County.

Hockey Heroes wow local crowd

One of the biggest crowds ever at the Heinz Arena was
treated to yet another display of skill and shenanigans from
the NHL Hockey Heroes, as they took on the Leamington
Police Association Saturday at the Heinz Arena.

The Hockey Heroes were joined by the Hanson
Brothers, who surprisingly still look like they did in the
1977 movie Slapshot, for which they are famous.

Organzer Kevin O'Neil said the Hanson Brothers added
a whole lot of fun to the game.

“They were so entertaining on and off ice,” said O'Neil,
“and they've already agreed to come back next year to help
us celebrate our 10th anniversary.”

Fans were treated to the usual display of high-end skill
from the likes of Gary Leeman, Bernie Nicholls, Bob
Probert and former Maple Leaf legends, Rick Vaive and
Borje Salming.

Salming, still a smooth skater at 59, is the Leafs' all-
time top scoring defenceman, and is general considered
the first European player to have any success in the NHL.

He was also the first Swedish-born player to be induct-
ed into the Hockey Hall of fame.

The Legends won the game, handily, 12-4, with help
from Southpoint Minor Hockey's Timbit Tykes Red team
during the second period.

The Hansons really stole the show, however, from their
opening faceoff brawl to their first period triple-teaming of
Scott Wilkinson, to their three-way attack on referee and

emcee, Ron Hoggarth.
It was all in good fun though, and the Hansons deliv-

ered on all levels, including resurrecting their famous ski-
ing behind the zamboni scene from the movie.

Jeff and Steve Carlson, along with Dave Hanson, were
all toiling in the minor leagues when the producers of
Slapshot came calling. In fact, Jack Carlson was set to join
his two brothers in the movie but was called up to the
Edmonton Oilers prior to filming and was replaced by
Hanson, and thus the Hanson brothers were born.

All three eventually skated in either the NHL or the
WHA and have went their separate ways only to get
together occasionally to enjoy resuming the roles for the
fans.

Hanson's son Christian, is a rookie forward for the
Toronto Maple Leafs, so the Hanson lineage doesn't end
with the movie.

O'Neil said it is too early to say how much the game
raised for WE Care for Kids but he said to date, the
Hockey Heroes' games have raised over $165,000 for char-
ity.

While he is proud of the funds raised, O'Neil said he is
also proud of the community. 

He said they support the event so generously as well as
treat the visiting hockey players tremendously.

O'Neil said the players never fail to share with him their
love of Leamington and the friendliness of the people here.

Bigger doesn't always mean better.
And according to Anne Miskovsky,

Leamington's Economic Development
Officer, that was proven at the Ontario
Economic Development Awards recent-
ly.

In a special ceremony held recently
at the Toronto Marriott Eaton Centre
Hotel, the municipality too top honors
in the “Other Innovative Technologies”
category for its promotional video.

“The Municipality was especially
pleased to win this award as we were
perhaps the smallest community recog-
nized,” said Miskovsky.

“Producing a top quality project is
not a matter of having a big budget, but
rather in having a good team of people
committed to representing the best
Leamington has to offer,” she added.
“We are fortunate that Leamington has
so many wonderful things to highlight,
making it easy to promote ourselves for
a variety of purposes.”

In this year's competition, over 130

entries were judged according to 2009
EDCO President Lauren Millier.

“The competition allows local com-
munities to see just how they stack up
against other municipalities when it
comes to promoting location, invest-
ment and tourism opportunities,” said
Millier.

The entries, from promotional
brochers to infrastructure development
projects, were judged by experts in a
variety of fields on their efforts in pro-
moting their communities for location
and tourism opportunities.

Miskovsky was on hand to accept
the award on behalf of the municipality.

“It is always an honor to accept this
award as the competition is very stiff,”
said Miskovsky. “This competition
result deomonstrates our effectiveness
in our economic development efforts.”

“It's not that the video itself is
important,” added Miskovsky, “it's the
quality of the community that is show-
cased that does the job”.

Town takes top honors 
at provincial awards

Hanson Brothers entertain the crowd by skiing behind the Zamboni.Legends players drag referee Ron Hoggarth to safety after he was ‘pummelled’
bythe Hanson Brothers during the second period.

The Southpoint Timbits team poses with a mock Stanley Cup and several of
the Legedary Hockey Heroes.

Queen Elizabeth Public School held its annual Carnaval on Friday. Students were divided into groups who rotated
to different events and activities, all with a French Canadian flair. Bonhomme, the Carnaval mascot, participated
as well. Here, Bonhomme, a.k.a. Tyler Adolphe, tries his hand at floor hockey. The students had a pizza lunch and
then resumed activies, with Emily Klassen taking over the Bonhomme role.

SCHOOL HOLDS ANNUAL WINTER CARNAVAL


